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This booklet briefly describes some of the factors likely to be of
interest to people who intend to make an extended stay in Britain.

The term ‘Britain’ is used in this publication to mean the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland; ‘Great Britain’
comprises England, Wales and Scotland.

This information is not legally authoritative and readers should not
assume that they will automatically be able to make use of the social,
medical or educational facilities described in the text. 

For more detailed information please contact the main agencies and
organisations referred to.

In addition, enquiries can be made by Internet:
British Government:
http://www.open.gov.uk/
Foreign & Commonwealth Office: 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/
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issued, you will be freely admitted to the country if you
have been admitted for settlement since 1 March 1968.

• Persons from those countries that are subject to a
United Kingdom visa requirement (visa nationals) must
obtain a visa prior to travelling to the United Kingdom,
whatever the reason for their journey. Persons from
countries which are not subject to a United Kingdom visa
requirement (non-visa nationals) must obtain prior entry
clearance before travelling if they are coming to the
United Kingdom in a capacity other than that of a visitor
or student. Applications for a visitor visa/entry clearance
for the United Kingdom may be made to any British
Embassy, High Commission or other British Diplomatic
Mission (collectively known as British Diplomatic Posts).
Any other type of application must be made to a British
Diplomatic Post in the country where you are normally
living. Advice on how and where to apply for a visa/entry
clearance is available from your nearest British Diplomatic
Post.

• A primary principle of the Immigration Rules is that
people with no entitlement to reside permanently in
Britain should be able to support and accommodate
themselves without having access to public funds; these
include Income Support/Jobseekers Allowance (JSA),
Housing and Homelessness Assistance, Housing Benefit
and Council Tax Benefit, Working Families Tax Credit,
Child Benefit/Lone Parent Benefit, a Social Fund
payment, Severe Disablement Allowance, Invalid Care
Allowance, Disabled Persons Tax Credit, Attendance
Allowance, Disability Living Allowance.

• You may be admitted for up to six months as a visitor if
you can maintain and accommodate yourself and your
dependants – either from your own resources or from
those of relatives and friends in Britain. You would not 
be allowed to work or have recourse to public funds, but
you would be free to transact business (but not set up a
business, see page 10) during your stay. Six months is the
maximum period allowed for visitors.

• If you are an overseas student you may be admitted 
to follow a full-time study course (but not at a state
maintained school) providing you can meet the cost of
your studies, maintenance and accommodation without
taking employment and intend to leave the UK at the end
of your studies. (See pages 19-22).

Can I stay in Britain for an extended period?

In common with other countries, Britain has legislation
which controls the admission and stay of overseas
nationals. The Immigration Act of 1971 replaced all
previous legislation, and lays down the terms for the
admission and stay of Commonwealth citizens and of
foreign nationals entering Britain. This Act (as amended
by the British Nationality Act 1981, the Immigration Act
1988, the Asylum & Immigration Appeals Act 1993, and
the Immigration & Asylum Act 1999) confers exemption
from immigration control on persons with a right of
abode in the United Kingdom, subject to proof of that
right. There will be further changes to the information
provided due to the phased commencement of the provisions
of the 1999 Immigration & Asylum Act during the year.

• If you do not have this right you will require permission
to enter and remain in Britain. This will be given in
accordance with Immigration Rules which set out the
necessary requirements for those seeking entry. You can
obtain information from your nearest British Embassy,
Consulate or High Commission.

• Everyone entering Britain, including people with the
right of abode, needs a valid passport or other document
establishing identity and nationality. British and Common-
wealth citizens with a proven right of abode do not require
leave to enter.

• If you claim to be a British citizen, you must prove your
right of abode by producing a British passport which
describes you as a British citizen or as a citizen of the
United Kingdom and colonies having the right of abode in
Britain. If you are a citizen of some other Commonwealth
country, but claim to have the right of abode in Britain,
you must prove your right of abode by producing 
a certificate of entitlement issued by the British
representative overseas or by the Home Office.

• If you are a British Dependent Territories citizen, a
British National (Overseas), a British Protected Person or
a British Overseas citizen, or if you qualify as a British
subject under the British Nationality Act 1981, you may be
freely admitted if you hold a British passport issued in
Britain prior to 1 January 1973 which is not endorsed 
to show that you are subject to immigration control. As a
British Overseas citizen with a British passport wherever
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• An unmarried man or woman aged between 17 and 27
inclusive, without dependants, and a national of Andorra,
Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, The
Faroes, Greenland, Hungary, Macedonia, Malta, Monaco,
San Marino, Slovak Republic, Slovenia or Turkey, may be
admitted to Britain under the au pair arrangements.
These are designed to enable young people to learn the
English language and live for up to two years as part of an
English-speaking family, helping with light household
tasks and child-minding (for a maximum of five hours a
day) in return for a reasonable allowance (up to £45 a
week) and with at least two free days a week. Immigration
officials will require proof that a young person arriving
from one of these countries has already arranged an au
pair placement; and a person who has come to Britain as a
visitor or in another capacity may not switch to an au pair
position. As nationals from European Economic Area
(EEA) countries and Switzerland are free to enter Britain
for employment, they may take up an au pair position in
this country if they wish. 

• If you are a non-EEA national wishing to come to Britain
as a person of independent means, you must be retired, 
at least 60 years of age, and able to show that you have,
under your control and disposable in Britain, an income of
not less than £25,000 a year and that you can support and
accommodate yourself and your dependants without
working and without recourse to public funds. You must
also show that you have a close connection with Britain –
such as relatives in the country, or periods of previous
residence. You must intend to make Britain your main
home. You must be in possession of an entry clearance
before you arrive. You would normally be admitted for
four years on arrival, and after four years of continuous
residence you may then apply for settlement.

• If you are a foreign national aged 16 or over (but not 
an EEA national or Commonwealth citizen), you may be
required to register with the police if you are admitted
for a limited period. When imposed, this requirement is
endorsed in your passport and may be included in a visa or
entry clearance certificate. A fee is charged for the initial
registration certificate. A police registration certificate will
often show the conditions on which a person has been
given leave to enter or remain.

• A spouse or fiancé/e of a British national or of a foreign
national who has been granted settlement in the UK may

4

apply to join or accompany him/her. The spouse or
fiancé/e wishing to come to Britain must obtain prior
entry clearance before travelling to Britain. Entry
Clearance Officers will need to be satisfied that the couple
have met, that they intend to live permanently as man 
and wife and that other financial and maintenance
qualifications are met. Where the marriage is polygamous,
only one spouse will be admitted to join their husband/
wife for settlement. It is important to seek guidance 
from your nearest British Embassy, Consulate or High
Commission.

• If you are an EEA national or a Swiss national and wish
to come to Britain in order to seek or take up employment,
set up in business or work as a self-employed person, you
will be admitted without a work permit or other prior
consent (see page 10). As an EEA or Swiss worker, your
spouse and certain members of your family may be given
permission to enter Britain for the same period as your
stay. EEA nationals cannot exercise European Treaty rights
in their own country. Therefore persons seeking entry into
the United Kingdom as the spouses of British citizens must
qualify for entry under the United Kingdom Immigration
Rules rather than the rules covering EEA nationals. Non-
EEA national spouses or other family members of British
nationals may, in certain limited cases, be able to claim a
right to residence in the United Kingdom on the basis of
Treaty rights.

• If you intend to stay in Britain for more than six months,
you may be given a medical examination at the entry 
port. Alternatively, this can be carried out prior to your
departure. Those visiting the country for reasons of health
or for medical treatment may also be medically examined.
In certain circumstances, entry may be refused on medical
grounds. 

• If you want to extend your stay you will need to apply to
the Home Office, Immigration and Nationality Department,
Lunar House, 40 Wellesley Road, Croydon, CR9 2BY before
your current leave to remain in Britain expires.

• The countries of the EEA are: Austria, Belgium, Denmark,
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Iceland, The Irish Republic,
Italy, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, The Netherlands, Norway,
Portugal, Spain (except the Canary Islands), Sweden and the
United Kingdom (except Channel Islands and Isle of Man) .  
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Britain from a country outside the European Union, or
have purchased goods in a duty-free shop, customs charges
will be levied on goods in excess of the duty-free
allowances. 

• The importation of certain goods is strictly prohibited or
restricted. These include controlled drugs, firearms and
offensive weapons (see pp.31-32), and indecent or
obscene material. All such goods must be declared.

Goods obtained outside the EU are duty-free 
up to the following limits:

Cigarettes: 200 or
Cigarillos: 100 or

Cigars: 50 or
Tobacco: 250g

Still table wine : 2 litres
Spirits, strong liqueurs over 22% vol: 1 litre or

Fortified or sparkling wine, other liqueurs: 2 litres 

Perfume: 60 cc/ml

Toilet water: 250cc/ml

All other goods including gifts and souvenirs: 
£145 worth

Duty-paid or duty-free goods obtained within the EU: 
Guide levels:
Cigarettes: 800
Cigarillos: 400

Cigars: 200
Smoking tobacco: 1 kg

Spirits: 10 litres
Intermediate products (e.g. port and sherry): 

20 litres
Wine: 90 litres (including not more than

60 litres sparkling)
Beer: 110 litres

Although travellers arriving direct from another EU 
country may not need to go through Customs, 

there will be selective checks to detect prohibited 
goods, especially drugs, weapons, indecent material 

and threats to health and to the environment.
No one under the age of 17 is entitled to 

tobacco or drinks allowances.
A leaflet A Guide for Travellers: Notice 1 issued by 

HM Customs & Excise gives further information.

CUSTOMS ALLOWANCESWhat personal belongings 
can I bring with me?

The belongings of people arriving in Britain are subject
to customs examination. Articles in excess of duty-free
allowances or which were originally exported duty-free
or tax-free from Britain are normally liable to customs
charges on importation, and should be declared to a
customs officer. The importation of certain goods is
prohibited or restricted. Failure to make a complete
customs declaration can result in heavy penalties,
including the forfeiture of the goods.

• When you enter Britain, you must declare any alcohol,
tobacco, perfume, toilet water or other goods which
exceed the duty-free allowances. If you are visiting the
country, you must also declare anything you will not be
taking out of Britain at the end of your visit. If you are
coming to live in Britain, you must declare all the goods
you wish to import.

• There are certain reliefs from payment of charges which
may apply if you are :

– normally resident abroad and coming to stay in Britain
for a period of not more than six months;

– normally resident abroad and coming to take up
residence in Britain;

– an overseas student coming to Britain for a full-time
course of study.

For arrivals from outside the European Union 
further information on these reliefs can be found in
Customs & Excise Notice 3, available on their website
http://www.hmce.gov.uk under ‘Notice for Travellers’, or
from the National Advice Service of HM Customs and
Excise. Tel: 0845 010 9000.

• If you arrive in Britain from another European Union
country, there is no limit on the amount of tax-paid goods
which may be brought in to Britain, provided that they are
purchased by you for your own use, and that they have
been bought in a European Union country and tax has
been paid on the purchases. In practice, customs officers
will question tobacco and alcohol imports above the
European Union guidelines as reasonable amounts for
your own use. There are certain other tax-paid goods that
have to be declared e,g motor vehicles. If you arrive in
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Will I have to pay tax?

The tax system of Britain levies income tax on all income
generated in this country, and on British residents’
income from abroad. Anyone who is physically present in
Britain for 183 days or more in any tax year is regarded
as resident for tax purposes, but may also be resident in
certain other circumstances. For further information see
the booklets IR20 Residents and Non-residents: Liability 
to Tax in the United Kingdom and IR139 Income from
Abroad? All Inland Revenue booklets are available from
Inland Revenue Visitors’ Information Centre, South West
Wing, Bush House, London WC2B 4RD or from any 
Tax office.

• To avoid your income being taxed both in Britain and
another country, Britain has taxation agreements with
some 100 other countries. Alternatively, you may be able to
claim tax relief in Britain in respect of foreign tax paid on
income which is also taxable in Britain.

• If your income is liable to British income tax you will
have to pay tax at a rate of 10 per cent on the first £1,920
of taxable income, 22 per cent on the next £27,980 and 40
per cent on the remainder. If you are resident in Britain
you will be entitled to personal allowances which reduce
the amount of your taxable income. The tax treatment of
various types of income may be affected by your residence
status and your domicile. Information on this can be found
in the booklet IR20 Residents and Non-residents: Liability to
Tax in the United Kingdom.

• Some types of income, such as interest on bank and
building society deposits, are taxed at source, but people
whose taxable income is covered by their tax allowance
can register to receive their interest ‘gross’ (that is without
tax taken off). For further information see the booklet
IR110 A Guide for People with Savings. Some types of 
income – some social security benefits, scholarships and 
income from savings schemes – may be exempt from
income tax.

• If your company is resident in Britain, or trades there
through a branch or agency, its profits are liable for corpor-
ation tax – for which the main rate is 30 per cent.

• Capital gains tax applies to your gains from the disposal
of assets, while inheritance tax is charged on death and on
some lifetime gifts.

• It is a serious offence to import most animals –
including birds – into Britain without a licence. If you wish
to bring an animal with you, you must obtain a licence 
in advance. Birds require 35 days quarantine. In case of
rabies-susceptible mammals, with the exception of dogs
and cats entering the UK under the rules of the Pet Travel
Scheme (PETS), they must be kept in approved quarantine
premises for six months at your own expense when they
arrive in Britain. For information about obtaining a licence,
and a list of approved quarantine addresses, contact 
the Department for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs, 1A Page Street, London, SW1P 4PQ. Tel: 020 7904
6222. For information about PETS ring the helpline 
on 0870 241 1710 or visit the PETS Website on:
www.defra.gov.uk/animalh/quarantine. For information
on importing birds ring 020 7904 6355. There are also
restrictions on the import of animal products such as meat
and poultry. Tel: 020 7904 6501.

• If you wish to bring any plants, seeds, fruits or vegetables
into the country from non-EU countries it may be necessary
to obtain a plant health (phytosanitary) certificate before
they can enter Britain. These certificates are issued, after
an inspection, by the plant protection service of the
exporting country. There are concessions from these
requirements for travellers. Further information may 
be obtained from: Plant Health Division, Department for
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, Foss House, King’s
Pool, 1-2 Peasholme Green, York, England YO1 7PX. 
Tel: +44(0)1904 455195. Fax: +44(0)1904 455199.

• EU Regulations control the import and export of plants
and animals, and their parts and derivatives under 
an International Treaty, the Convention on Trade in
Endangered Species (CITES). These Regulations are
stricter than those of the Convention and even personal
items may require import permits. You should contact
your own and the UK CITES Management Authority 
for appropriate advice as to import and export 
papers that may be required. The Authority can 
be contacted on 0117 372 8168 or 8691 or 
e.mail: wildlifelicensing@defra.gsi.gov.uk Also website
www.ukcites.gov.uk.
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• Non-Commonwealth nationals aged 16 or over working
in Britain for more than six months may be required to
register with the police.

• Commonwealth citizens aged 17 or over with a UK-
born grandparent who wish to take or seek employment
may be admitted on this basis for an initial period of 4 years
without requiring a work permit. They must, however, obtain
prior entry clearance from a British diplomatic post abroad.

• People coming for employment as a minister of religion,
a representative of an overseas newspaper, news agency or
broadcasting organisation, a private servant of diplomatic
households, a sole representative of an overseas firm, 
a teacher or language assistant under an approved
exchange scheme, an employee of an overseas government
or international organisation, operational ground staff of
an overseas airline or a seasonal worker at an agricultural
camp under an approved scheme, training that is confined
to observation, familiarisation and classroom instruction
only, doctors and dentists in postgraduate training will 
not require a work permit. They should, however, make
enquiries at the nearest British diplomatic post abroad as
prior entry clearance may be required.

• A seaman under contract to join a ship due to leave
British waters will not require a work permit. However, if
the ship is not due to leave British waters a work permit
will be required.

• If you have been given leave to enter or remain as a
student and you have been landed on conditions
restricting employment you no longer need to obtain
permission from a local jobcentre to take part-time and
vacation work. Similarly you will be able to do work
placements which are part of a sandwich course or
undertake internship placements without the need to
obtain permission from the Home Office’s Work Permits
(UK). Students should not work for more than 20 hours
per week during term time except where the work
placement meets the definition of a sandwich course or
internship. A student must not engage in business, self-
employment or the provision of services as a professional
sports person or entertainer.  A student is not permitted to
pursue a career by filling a permanent full-time vacancy. 
If the student was granted leave of 12 months or more
then the dependants will be allowed to work.

• Value added tax (VAT) is a tax on expenditure. You
must register and account for VAT on your sales if your
business has a taxable turnover of £55,000 or more. VAT is
also due on imports (mainly from outside the EC). After
charging your customers VAT at the standard rate of 17.5
per cent, you can reclaim VAT paid by your business for
goods and services. VAT is not payable on certain goods
and services such as rents, books, newspapers, food and
children’s clothing. VAT is levied on domestic fuel bills at
5 per cent.

• Excise duties are charged on such things as tobacco
products, alcoholic drinks and road fuel. Other taxes
include stamp duties on certain commercial and legal
transactions, and customs duties on various imported goods
(see pp.6-7).

• Local public services in Britain are paid for by the
council tax, a form of local taxation, and by rates levied on
businesses. The council tax is assessed on the value of
domestic properties and you may be liable either as an
owner or tenant.

Can I seek employment or set up a business?

Nationals of the European Economic Area (EEA) or
Switzerland do not require work permits to take
employment in Britain. Other people who wish to come
to Britain to work will normally require a work permit; it
is the employer’s responsibility to apply for the permit
from Work Permits (UK) which is part of the Home Office.
The British Embassy or Consulate can advise individuals
on whether they require a permit.

• Permits must normally be obtained before an individual
travels to Britain. Individuals cannot apply for permits.
The prospective employer in Britain must apply because
he or she has a specific vacancy and cannot fill it with a
British or EEA national. Permits are issued only for jobs
requiring a high level of skill, qualifications and/or
experience. 

• An employer wishing to offer professional training or
managerial-level work experience to a non-EEA national
must apply for a work permit. If this is additional to
normal staffing requirements of the company then the
application should be made under the Training and Work
Experience Scheme.
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or partner, you must show the names of the business’s
owners, and an address for service, on all your business
stationery. You must also have these details prominently
displayed wherever you trade.

• If you are setting up a British branch of an overseas
company, you must register within one month of
establishing a place of business. If you wish to use such
words as ‘Royal’, ‘British’ or ‘International’ in your business
name, you must first obtain official approval. Information
is available from Companies House.

• Overseas-owned companies are eligible for the same
incentives as British-owned ones if they wish to set up 
a business in an area with high unemployment or other
economic problems. If you have a manufacturing or
service industry project in such an area, you may 
qualify for Regional Selective Assistance (RSA) in the 
form of grants based on the capital expenditure involved 
in your project, and the number of jobs it creates or
maintains.

• There are no restrictions if you wish to transfer funds to
or from Britain. Within the country there are various
sources of capital for business – including bank lending,
equity finance, and venture capital.

Will I be eligible for free health 
care benefits?

The National Health Service (NHS) provides free health
care to those who are ordinarily resident in Britain. There
are, however, charges for some health costs, for example
dental treatment and prescriptions. 

• For those visiting Britain some hospital treatment is free
to nationals of EEA countries, and to people from other
countries which have reciprocal agreements with Britain.
This is limited to treatment the need for which arose
during the visit. Residents of other countries are advised to
have medical insurance since, although casualty treatment
is free to all nationalities regardless of eligibility for other
services, they will be charged if admitted to hospital as an
in-patient. If anyone suffers a genuine medical emergency
while in Britain a general practitioner (GP) is required to
give such treatment as he or she considers immediately
necessary.

• Commonwealth citizens aged 17–27 who wish to come
to Britain for an extended holiday and wish only to take
employment which will be incidental to the holiday may be
admitted for up to two years for this purpose without the
need of a work permit. They must obtain prior entry
clearance in this category. However this is under review
and may be subject to change in the future.

• If you are a national of the EEA or Switzerland or their
family member you are entitled to take employment
without a work permit. If you do take employment you are
advised to apply to the Home Office for a residence permit
(or a residence document if you are the family member of
an EEA or Swiss national, although you are not obliged to
do so. (For address see page 5.) You will not be entitled to
a residence permit if you are not in employment and do
not qualify under any other category of European Union
law with such an entitlement. See the separate leaflet
Nationals of the European Economic Area.

• Overseas nationals who wish to enter Britain to set 
up in business or self-employment, except nationals of 
the EEA, will need to submit an application for entry
clearance at the nearest British diplomatic post abroad.

• If you wish to set up a business in Britain you will need to
show that you will be investing not less than £200,000 of
your own money (under your control and disposable in
Britain which is held in your own name) in the business,
and that your investment will create full-time employment
for at least two other people already settled here. You must
also show that your business would fulfil a genuine need,
that you will be occupied full-time in the running of it, 
and that you would be able to support and accommodate
yourself and any dependants from its profits without 
working (other than in the business) or recourse to public
funds.

• Most overseas nationals who set up a business in Britain
do this by forming a private limited liability company. 
If you want to set up a company, it will be regulated by the
Companies Act and must be registered with the Registrar
of Companies at Companies House, Crown Way, Cardiff,
Wales CF4 3UZ.

• If you go into business as a sole trader or in a partner-
ship, without forming an incorporated company, you will
be personally liable for all business debts. As a sole trader
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Will I be eligible for social security benefits?

• If you come from abroad to work in Britain, you must
start paying National Insurance contributions as soon as
you start to work. If you are still paying contributions to
the insurance scheme of another country, or meet other
requirements for exception, this may not be necessary.

• If you have paid sufficient contributions, you may qualify
for certain benefits, including Retirement Pension, Job-
seeker’s Allowance, Incapacity Benefit and Maternity
Allowance. Further information on National Insurance is
available from Inland Revenue, Somerset House, Strand,
London, WC2R 1LB.

• If you have paid social security contributions in a
European Union country, they may count when you claim
a benefit or pension in another member country.

• Persons subject to immigration control are excluded
from claiming social security benefits.

• Persons who come to Britain must demonstrate that
they are habitually resident in order to claim income-
related benefits (income support, housing benefit, council
tax benefit and income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance).
The habitual residence test applies to all immigrants,
including those of British nationality, and involves the
consideration of a number of factors which, taken together,
might demonstrate a commitment to life in Britain. 
An EEA national who is a ‘worker’ or has the ‘right to
reside’ in accordance with EU laws will automatically satisfy
the habitual residence test. A member of the family of an
EEA national who has recently been a worker. Non-EEA
nationals will need to demonstrate one of the following in
order to be automatically treated as being habitually
resident; have refugee status; been granted exceptional
leave to enter/remain in the UK; left the territory of
Monserrat after 1 November 1995 (because of the effect
on that territory of a volcanic eruption) or have been
deported to the UK. If none of these were relevant, a
person would have to satisfy the habitual residence test in
order to qualify for the income-related benefits.

• If you need general medical services while living in
Britain, you should register with a local GP, who will decide
whether to accept you as an NHS patient or on a private
fee-paying basis. Doctors can refuse to accept a patient 
on their register, and patients are free to change their
doctor.

• Prescriptions are charged for each quantity of a drug 
or item supplied. The cost is £6.20 (£6.00 in Wales).
Exemptions are available for elderly people, pregnant
mothers, children under 16 (25 in Wales), and certain
other categories. Financial help is given to those on low
incomes and there is a prescription pre-payment
certificate scheme providing substantial savings on
prescription charges for people who require regular
medication. A 4-month certificate costs £32.40 (£31.40 
in Wales) and a 12-month certificate £89.00 (£86.20 in
Wales). 

• Dentists also decide whether to accept temporary
residents as NHS or private patients. If you visit a dentist
under the NHS you will be charged £5.32 for a dental
examination and 80 per cent of the cost of any treatment
up to a maximum of £366 (£354 in Wales). Certain people,
such as children and pregnant women, are exempt from
these charges. 

• Information on eligibility for NHS hospital treatment 
is available at www.doh.gov.uk/overseasvisitors.
Information on access to primary care is contained in
Health Service Circular 1999/018 available at
www.open.gov.uk/doh/coinh.htm. Further advice about
eligibility for NHS treatment may be obtained from the
Department of Health, Overseas Visitors Policy Unit,
Room 4W10, Quarry House, Quarry Hill, Leeds, England
LS2 7UE. Leaflet HC11 Are You Entitled to Help with 
Health Costs is available from Benefit offices, 
main post offices, NHS hospitals, dentists, doctors,
opticians and pharmacists, also available at
www.doh.gov.uk/nhscharges/hc11.htm. Current charges
are listed in leaflet HC12 which is available at
www.doh.gov.uk/nhscharges/hc12.htm.
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windows. Estate agents and accommodation agencies also
provide details of rented properties. Advice on housing
matters can be obtained from a National Association of
Citizens Advice Bureaux local office, also many local
authorities operate Housing Advice Centres.

• New lettings of most rented accommodation are cov-
ered by the Housing Acts 1988 and 1996. New lettings are
generally of two kinds: assured tenancies with long-term
security of tenure, and assured shorthold tenancies, which
offer at least six months’ security of tenure.

• Most landlords will require references, a deposit
(normally the equivalent of four weeks’ rent) and rent 
in advance. Evidence of ability to pay, such as bank
references, may be required by the landlord.

• Tenants in Britain have legally protected rights.
Generally a landlord will require a court order to evict 
a tenant who refuses to leave. Harassing tenants to make
them leave is a criminal offence. You should report any
case of harassment or illegal eviction to the local authority,
which has the powers to prosecute. Leaflets are available
on these and many other landlord/tenant issues from
DTLR Free Literature, PO Box 236, Wetherby, LS23 7NB.
Tel: 0870 1226 236. Fax: 0870 1226 237.

• Rents vary widely according to size and standard of
accommodation and regional price levels. Rents are
highest in London and the south-east.

• Some landlords are reluctant to accept families with
children or animals and, if you have either, rooms with
partial board (for example, bed and breakfast and evening
meal) may be more difficult to find.

• Hotel prices vary considerably. VAT is payable on all
hotel bills and some hotels also add a percentage-based
service charge to their bills.

• Students at universities and colleges are often provided
with inexpensive on-campus accommodation in halls 
of residence or student houses. Lists of suitable local 
lodgings are generally available from universities and
colleges.

• Social housing for people in housing need is provided
by both local authorities and housing associations. 

Is it easy to find somewhere to live?

Visitors to Britain will need to arrange accommodation
for themselves and their dependants. For those who
want a permanent home, the most practical way to
achieve this would be to stay in ‘bed and breakfast’
accommodation or with friends while looking for a
property. 

• The majority of people in Britain own their own homes,
and there is a wide variety of houses and flats for sale 
in most parts of the country. Furnished and unfurnished
homes can also be rented from private landlords, 
Local Authorities and Registered Social Landlords (RSLs)
– although there may be a shortage of rented accomm-
odation in London and some other major cities. Hotels 
and guest-houses provide short-term accommodation in
most areas, and private householders sometimes offer
lodgings.

• There are wide regional variations in both house prices
and rents, which are generally lower in Scotland, Wales,
Northern Ireland and northern England, and higher 
in London and the south of England. A comparable house
to one selling for £76,500 in Northern Ireland might well
cost £213,000 in Greater London.

• If you want to buy somewhere to live you can obtain
local information about houses and flats for sale from
estate agents (or solicitors in Scotland) and advertisements
in newspapers. You may wish to ask a conveyancer to make
the legal arrangements involved in buying a home, and
employ a building surveyor to report on the condition of
the property.

• You may be able to obtain a mortgage loan to help 
pay for a house or flat. You will probably have to provide
part of the purchase price, and the normal maximum 
loan will be about three times your gross annual earnings,
typically repayable over 25 years.

• You can obtain loans at various rates of interest from
building societies, banks, specialist mortgage companies
and insurance companies, and some companies provide
loans for their staff.

• If you want to rent somewhere to live, you will find flats,
rooms and houses advertised in local newspapers and shop
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prevention of homelessness. Persons from abroad who are
eligible for local authority housing and homelessness
assistance include:

– British Commonwealth citizens who have a right of
abode in the United Kingdom

– citizens of a country which has ratified the European
Convention on Social and Medical Assistance or the
European Social Charter (if lawfully present)

– persons who have been granted refugee status
– persons who have been granted exceptional leave to

enter or remain in the United Kingdom
– persons who have a current leave to enter or remain in

the United Kingdom which is not subject to any
limitation or condition.

With the exception of those granted refugee status or
exceptional leave to enter or remain in the United
Kingdom, persons who fall within the above groups will
not be eligible for local authority housing or homelessness
assistance if they are not habitually resident in the UK, the
Channel Islands, Isle of Man or Republic of Ireland. If you
give up a home overseas and come to Britain without first
finding somewhere to live you cannot expect to be housed
by a local authority.

• Information can be obtained from local housing author-
ities, Citizens Advice Bureaux and housing advice centres.
Tenancy arrangements in Scotland and Northern Ireland
differ slightly from those in England and Wales, but the
general principles are the same.

How is the education system structured?

Full-time education is compulsory for all children aged 5
to 16 if their parents are permanently resident in Britain
or temporarily stationed here for six months or more.
About 93 per cent of school pupils attend state schools,
which charge no fees and are maintained by public funds.
Overseas nationals are reminded that places at these free
maintained schools are not necessarily available for their
children. There are also fee-paying schools outside the
publicly maintained system.

• All publicly maintained schools follow a National
Curriculum, which includes the core subjects of English,
mathematics and science, and several other foundation
subjects (plus Welsh in Wales).

• Applications for accommodation may be made direct 
to a housing association or through a local authority
register, where accommodation is available, an authority
may allocate an applicant to its own stock or to housing
association stock ( where it has a nomination agreement
with the association). 

• Most housing associations are funded through public
subsidy and regulated by the Housing Corporation, and
are known as Registered Social Landlords (RSLs). RSLs
are private, non-profit making companies that provide
affordable homes for rent or sale. The  rental programme
covers both new build and the purchase/rehabilitation 
of existing properties. The home ownership initiatives
help tenants and some other first time buyers to purchase
homes of their own. RSLs are the major providers of new
subsidised homes for those in housing need and they own
and manage around 1.2 million homes in England.
Further information from The Housing Corporation, 
149 Tottenham Court Road, London W1P 0BN.

• Visitors and other persons from abroad who are not
habitually resident in the UK, the Channel Islands, Isle 
of Man or the Republic of Ireland may be ineligible for
local government accommodation. When allocating
housing, local authorities are required to give reasonable
preference to certain categories of applicants in housing
need. Those who apply may have to wait for a year or more
before they are offered a home, under the homelessness
legislation, particularly in areas where demand is 
high e.g London and the South-East. English local
housing authorities must secure suitable temporary
accommodation for people who are eligible for assistance,
homeless through no fault of their own and who are in
priority need. The priority need groups includes families
with dependent children and people who are vulnerable
in some way, perhaps through illness or old age. Persons
from abroad who are ineligible for local government
accommodation will also be ineligible for homelessness
assistance.

• If you give up a home overseas which it would have been
reasonable for you to continue to occupy it is likely that,  
a local authority would decide that you had become
homeless intentionally and any duty owed would be very
short term. People who are not eligible for homelessness
assistance with emergency accommodation have a right 
to advice and information about homelessness and the

res in UK artwork  19/9/03  3:26 pm  Page 18



2120

Can I further my education in Britain?

A range of voluntary post-16 education opportunities
which may be subject to minimum entrance require-
ments is available for example at higher education
institutions (including universities) and further education
colleges. Higher education is study above GCE Advanced
level and includes first degree level courses and
postgraduate and research work. HE institutions offer
academic and vocational courses in a wide range 
of subjects from BTEC HND level to research and 
provide training for professionals. Further  and higher
education institutions provide for over 4.4 million
students – over 970,000 (mostly full-time) students under
19; and 3.5 million adults. They take a very wide range 
of courses, from basic skills, A levels, vocational options
and higher education.

• Degree level courses are offered by around 140 higher
education institutions, and by several hundred other
institutions – both independent and publicly funded.

• If you want to study in Britain there are many courses
open to you. Acceptance for a part-time course is not, 
however, sufficient ground for admission to Britain as 
a student, unless you are from an EU country, Norway,
Iceland or Liechtenstein (the EEA).

• If you are 16 years old or over and wish to come to
Britain to follow a course of full-time study, you will be
required to satisfy an Immigration Officer that you are
able to meet the cost of the course and accommodation
and maintenance (including that of any dependants)
without taking full-time employment. You must also have
been accepted on a full-time course and intend to leave
the UK at the end of it.

• If you are an overseas student from outside the Euro-
pean Union, you will not be eligible for a local education
authority grant to cover your fees. There is, however, a
wide range of public and private scholarships and award
schemes available to overseas students mostly at
postgraduate level, and you can obtain details of these
from the British Council representative in your country.

• Individual institutions are free to set the level of fees
they charge overseas students. The 1999 British Council
leaflet Tuition Fees and the Cost of Living showed average

• The Local Education Authority (LEA) is responsible for
ensuring that there are sufficient school places available
for all the children living within their area. The LEA
publishes information about all the schools in the area. If
you wish to enrol your child at a maintained school, you
should first write to the LEA in the area where you intend
to live for advice on schools in their area. Admission to a
maintained school is dependent on the type and duration
of your entry permit, and may not be possible.

• If you have children under five, they may be able to
attend playgroups, nursery schools, or nursery classes
attached to primary schools. In the first instance contact
the Education Authority in the area in which you are
staying to find out more about Early Years provision.
Further information may be obtained from the Pre-school
Learning Alliance, 69 Kings Cross Road, London, England
WC1X 9LL.

• Nearly all children aged 11–16 attend comprehensive
schools, which accept local children of all abilities and
aptitudes and provide a wide-based secondary education
up to General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE)
level or similar. Pupils can either remain at school or
attend a college until the age of 18 if they wish to continue
their education to a higher level, such as General
Certificate of Education (GCE) Advanced level or, in
Scotland, the Scottish Certificate of Education.

• There are about 2,250 independent schools in England,
covering the age range 4-18. They are registered with 
DfES, and are inspected to ensure they reach and maintain
acceptable standards. Many belong to an association
affiliated to the Independent Schools Council (ISC).

• Both non-resident day pupils and boarders are 
catered for. An interview and qualifying examination 
are usually required before acceptance of pupils into 
an independent school. Fees vary widely and range 
from approximately £400 a term to £15,000 plus. Further
information from the Independent Schools Information
Service, 56 Buckingham Gate, London, England SW1E 6AG.
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becoming resident. However, if your full European
Community/European Economic Area (EC/EEA) licence
remains valid you need not exchange it immediately 
but may drive until you reach the age at which 
British renewal becomes necessary (fact sheet INF38:
Driving in Great Britain (GB) as a Visitor or a New Resident,
is available by telephoning the Customer Enquiries Unit,
DVLA on 01792 792792). All drivers with EC/EEA licences
giving entitlement to drive medium/large goods and
passenger-carrying vehicles who wish to continue driving
such vehicles in Great Britain are required to register 
with the DVLA (tel. 0870 240 0009) within 12 months 
of the date of residence. If you are a new resident 
from a country outside the EC/EEA (or from a non-
designated country) you may obtain a full British licence
only by applying for a British provisional licence and
passing a British driving test. If you have not passed 
a test by the end of your first year of residence you 
will be required to revert to learner status and display 
‘L’ (learner) plates on your vehicle until you pass 
your driving test. You must also be accompanied while
driving (except on a two-wheeled vehicle) by someone
who is at least 21 years old and has held a full licence for
at least three years. DVLA now issues photocard driving
licences. To apply for a photocard you will need to
complete forms D1 and D750 which are available at post
offices. The forms must be sent to DVLA with a passport
size photograph and suitable documents to support your
identity, such as original passport or birth certificate.
Further information about driving licences can be found
in leaflet D100, available from main post offices and 
the Customer Enquiries Unit, DVLA, Swansea SA6 7JL. 
Tel: 0870 240 0009.

• If you have moved to Britain from another EC/EEA
country, you cannot take a driving test to obtain your first
full licence unless you have been here for 6 months in the
12 months before your application. You may be asked to
provide evidence of this.

• If you wish to take a test, you are advised to book early, as
there are sometimes delays of up to four months. You will
need to know the Highway Code, which sets out the rules
of the road and standard of conduct for all road-users. 
A provisional licence costs £29.00. The fee for the theory
test is £15.50 and the practical test costs £38.00 regardless
of whether you pass or fail.

undergraduate tuition fees per academic year as £7490 for
science, £6216 for business and £6332 for other courses.

• First degree courses usually last three years (four years
in Scotland). Some courses are assessed with two major
examinations – one at the end of the first year and the
final examination. Other courses are offered on a modular
basis with assessment/examinations at the end of each
module. The academic year runs from September or
October to June or July, and at university consists of three
eight- to ten-week terms.

• If you wish to study for a first degree course at a higher
education institution (except on an Open University
course), you should apply through the Universities and
Colleges Admissions Service (UCAS) unless otherwise
directed by the institution you are applying to. You can
obtain a free CD-Rom, or the UCAS Handbook and an
application form from UCAS, Rosehill, New Barn 
Lane, Cheltenham, England GL52 3LZ (£6 to cover post
and packing) or from your nearest British Council
representative. Further information is also available on the
Internet at www.ucas.ac.uk

• There are many private colleges offering a wide range 
of educational courses. You should note that in the main
these are not required to be registered with any official
body. Academic and other standards may vary considerably.
Organisations such as the British Accreditation Council
for Independent Further and Higher Education and the
British Council’s English Language Schools Recognition
Scheme do, however, provide a guarantee of standards in
the institutions they approve. Further detailed information
may be available at the office of the British Council or at
the British Embassy or High Commission. Applications for
post-graduate study should be made to the Head of the
Department at the relevant institution. 

Can I drive a car in Britain?

All British drivers must be licensed and insured, and 
must be able to produce a driving licence, a registration
document and, if necessary, a valid vehicle test certificate.
Persons coming to live in Britain may drive for up to 
one year on the strength of their foreign licence. Those
coming from certain designated countries, may exchange
their licences for British ones within five years of
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in the country and available for inspection before you
make the application. After arrival you are only entitled to
drive the vehicle to and from a pre-arranged SVA/MOT
test. Thereafter the vehicle must be kept off the road until
the registration formalities have taken place. Application
for registration should be made to your nearest DVLA
local office. This type of application is not dealt with over
the counter. If you are importing a brand new vehicle, to
be classified as new it must: be registered within 14 days of
collection or first use abroad and; only have reasonable
delivery mileage and; not have been previously
permanently registered. For most new vehicles you must
present evidence of Type Approval from the supplier or
vehicle manufacturer. For a car this takes the form of a
Certificate of Conformity. A goods vehicle (of any weight)
may only be registered if accompanied by a British National
Type Approval Certificate. If the vehicle has not been
subject to Type Approval it must pass a Single Vehicle
Approval (SVA) test (not normally available to goods
vehicles over 3.5 tonnes).

• Vehicle Registration: The following original documents
will need to be submitted to the DVLA local office
(photocopies are not acceptable). A completed application
form V55/5; a £25 registration fee (if applicable); the
required fee for the licence; a current British certificate of
insurance; evidence showing the date the vehicle was
collected (normally the invoice), evidence of Type
Approval, evidence of payment of duties to Customs and
Excise or self declaration, declaration of newness,
evidence to determine the age of the vehicle e.g. foreign
registration document, letter from the manufacturer (if
vehicle is used). A current British MOT test certificate for
cars, motorcycles, motor caravans and Light Goods
Vehicles if more than three years old; passenger carrying
vehicles with more than eight seats and taxis (excluding
private hire cars) if more than one year old. A vehicle may
be driven unlicensed on a public road if it is going to or
returning from a pre-arranged MOT test and the driver is
insured for the journey.

• Single Vehicle Approval (SVA): Non-type approved
vehicles less than ten years old that are personally
imported are required to pass a Single Vehicle Approval
(SVA) test. There are two levels of SVA: standard and
enhanced. The standard test will apply to ‘personal
imports’ and left-hand drive vehicles. In other cases
enhanced SVA will apply. To qualify as a Personal Import

• To drive in Britain you must be at least 16 for a moped
or invalid carriage, 17 for cars and motorcycles, 18 for
medium goods vehicles, and 21 for large goods vehicles
and most passenger vehicles.

• You can obtain an application form for a full or
provisional licence at most post offices. If you obtain a full
licence, it will normally be issued to expire on your
seventieth birthday, after which time you will be able to
renew it every three years. If you suffer from certain
disabilities or medical conditions, you may be issued with a
short term licence valid for one, two, or three years.

• Reciprocal concessionary parking arrangements for
disabled and blind people exist with many other European
countries. Leaflets about this and other information 
about mobility and driving for elderly and disabled people
may be obtained from the Mobility and Inclusion Unit,
Department for Transport, Local Government and the
Regions, Zone 1/18, Great Minster House, 76 Marsham
Street, London, England SW1P 4DR. Tel: 020 7944 2914 
or the Mobility Advice and Vehicle Information Service
(MAVIS), O Wing, Macadam Avenue, Old Wokingham
Road, Crowthorne, Berkshire, England RG45 6XD. Tel:
01344 661000. The Royal Association for Disability and
Rehabilitation (RADAR), 12 City Forum, 250 City Road,
London, England EC1V 8AF. Tel: 020 7250 3222 and the
Disabled Living Foundation, 380-84 Harrow Road,
London, England W9 2HU. Tel: 020 7289 6111 also have
information available.

• If you are moving to Britain from outside the European
Union to take up residence, you can import your private
motor vehicle without paying customs duty and VAT,
subject to certain conditions. These include a ban on
selling or disposing of your vehicle within 12 months of
the date on which you qualify for the relief unless you pay
the customs charges. If you fail to meet this condition,
your goods or vehicle may be impounded. After clearance
at import, a customs officer will issue you with a document
which you will need in order to register and license your
vehicle in Britain. For further information see Customs
Notice 3, available from HM Customs & Excise or from
their Internet site (for details see page 6).

• A vehicle which is permanently imported for use in
Great Britain must be registered and licensed as soon as
possible after it arrives in this country. The vehicle must be
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than 6000kms. VAT413 – this form is issued by Customs
and Excise for NMT vehicles with have been personally
acquired within the EU and which have been notified
direct to Customs and Excise, instead of the DVLA Local
Office. VAT414 – this self- declaration form is available at
DVLA Local Offices and should only be used in the
following circumstances: For NMT vehicles acquired
commercially within the EU by VAT registered traders. 
For vehicles not classed as NMTs (e.g. over six months old
and have travelled more than 6000kms) which have been
acquired from within the EU. C&E 386 – this form is
issued by Customs and Excise for a vehicle of any age
personally imported from outside the EU. C&E 388 – this
form is issued by Customs and Excise for a Customs
restricted vehicle of any age personally imported from
outside the EU. C&E 389 – this is a self declaration form
which should be issued by VAT registered traders for
commercial imports from outside the EU. BFG 414 – this
form is issued to all Customs relieved vehicles, irrespective
of age, which have been personally acquired within the EU
by British Forces Germany personnel.

• For further information on Customs matters, contact
their National Advice Service. Tel: 0845 010 9000. 

• Construction requirements for motor vehicles frequently
vary among countries, and a vehicle bought and used in
one country is not necessarily legal when used in another.
If you import a vehicle into Britain to use on the public
highway, it must comply with certain standards of design
and construction before you can license and register it.
Vehicles ‘type approved’ in the European Union can
normally be registered on production of a valid Certificate
of Conformity (CoC) from the manufacturer. Vehicles not
type approved – ie generally those manufactured for non-
European markets – will probably have to pass a Single
Vehicle Approval Inspection. For detailed information on
import procedures please visit the Department’s website:
http://www.detr.gov.uk/ under ‘Roads, Vehicles and Road
Safety’ – ‘Vehicle Imports and Single Vehicle Approval’
see ‘How to Import a Vehicle into Britain’ and ‘The 
Single Vehicle Approval Scheme’. Alternatively contact:
The Department of Transport, Local Government and 
the Regions, VSE1, Zone 2/03, Great Minster House, 
76 Marsham Street, London SW1P 4DR. Telephone: 
+44 020 7944 2093; fax +44 020 7944 2069. 
e.mail: rvs1.detr@gtnet.gov.uk

(PI), the following conditions have to be met: the  person
had, at the time the vehicle was imported, been normally
resident in a country other than the UK for a continuous
period of at least 12 months; that person intends to
become normally resident in the UK; the vehicle has been
in the possession of that person and used by him/her in
the country where he/she has been normally resident for
a period of at least 6 months before its importation; and
the vehicle is intended for his/her personal or household
use in the UK. All vehicles over three years old will also be
subject to an MOT inspection.

• Vehicles over 10 years old are exempt from type
approval and SVA and only require an MOT inspection.

• Cars that have been type approved for the European
markets are not affected by SVA. A Certificate of
Conformity (CoC) from the manufacturer (for which
there may be a fee) is acceptable to support vehicle
registration. Where a vehicle has been nationally type
approved in another Member State, or if you are importing
a vehicle accompanied by a European CoC that states it 
is suitable for use in right-hand traffic and/or has a
speedometer marked only in metric units, a Certificate of
Mutual Recognition may be issued. Further information
about these certificates may be obtained from the Vehicle
Certification Agency (VCA), 1 The Eastgate Office Centre,
Eastgate Road, Bristol BS5 6XX. Tel: 0117 952 5151; Fax:
0117 952 4103; e.mail: general.vca.eoc@gtnet.gov.uk 
On receipt of a completed application the DVLA Local
Office will allocate a registration mark appropriate to 
the age of the vehicle and issue a vehicle excise licence. 
The papers will be forwarded to DVLA, Swansea who will 
issue a registration document for the vehicle within four
weeks.

• What Customs form do I need?: VAT415 – this self-
declaration form is available at DVLA Local Offices to
enable customers to notify their personal acquisition of a
New Means of Transport (NMT) at the same time as they
register the vehicle. Following completion, the Local
Office will notify Customs and Excise enclosing a copy of
the purchase invoice. The form cannot be used for a
vehicle imported from outside the EU (eg. Japan or the
USA) even if driven to the UK via an EU Member State.
New Means of Transport (NMT) vehicles are defined by
Customs and Excise as originating from within the EU and
are either less than six months old or have travelled less
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• Unless there are signs to indicate otherwise, speed limits
for cars and motorcycles are 30 mph (48 km/h) in built-
up areas with street lighting, 70 mph (113 km/h) on
motorways and dual carriageways, and 60 mph (97 km/h)
on single carriageways. You drive on the left of the road in
Britain.

• Drinking and driving is a serious offence which carries a
possible prison sentence. The maximum permitted breath
alcohol limit is 35 mcg of alcohol per 100 ml of breath. 
It is, however, possible for a motorist to be charged at
alcohol levels lower than 35 mcg if, in the opinion of a
police officer, he is unfit to drive. The offences of ‘driving,
or being in charge of a motor vehicle when under the
influence of drink’ and ‘driving, or being in charge of 
a motor vehicle with alcohol concentration above the
prescribed limit’ both carry a maximum penalty or
disqualification from driving of at least one year, a fine 
of up to £5000 and the possibility of imprisonment of 
up to six months. The offence of ‘causing death by 
careless driving when under the influence of drink’ 
carries a maximum penalty of ten years’ imprisonment.
The message is clear: don’t drink and drive in Britain.

You will also need to know...

Everyone in Britain, residents and visitors alike, can make
use of the public services which are provided in their
area.

• Every district has public libraries which have a reference
section and offer a free book-lending service. Most libraries
also have collections of records, audio and video cassettes
and musical scores for loan. 

• Citizens Advice Bureaux give free advice on state and
voluntary services. Their addresses can be obtained from
the local town hall or telephone directory. Confidential
advice is also given on personal problems. 

• Public transport is provided by private operators of
railway services, and by local and national bus and coach
services. 

• Smoking on public transport, such as buses and trains, 
is only permitted in very limited areas. In some areas, most
notably public transport in London, smoking is totally
prohibited. Transport operators are responsible for the
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policy decision on whether to allow smoking. Heavy fines
can be imposed for infringement of the policy.

• For voice telephony BT have the greatest market share
within the UK. For basic residential service BT charge 
a quarterly line rental of £31.49 (including VAT), this 
is reduced to £28.50 for the first line if payment is made 
by Monthly Payment Plan or Direct Debit. There is no
connection charge for takeover of an existing line if 
no changes to internal or external wiring are required, the
connection charge for a single new residential line is
£74.99 (including VAT). Calls from a fixed telephone line
are charged according to the time of day, the duration and
the destination or the number range (e.g. mobile or
Premium Rate Service) called. Inland calls from public
payphones are charged according to the duration of the
call and the destination or number range called, charges
for other calls from public payphones (e.g. to mobile, PRS,
international numbers) may vary according to the time
they are made.

• Britain has a decimal currency, the pound (£) is divided
into 100 pence. Banknotes are issued in £5, £10, £20 and
£50 denominations; coins in 1p, 2p, 5p, 10p, 20p, 50p, 
£1 and £2 denominations. Scotland also has £1 and £100
notes.

• Since 1 January 2000 Britain has used the metric system
of measurement for most purposes. The exceptions are
the pint of milk sold in returnable bottles and for draught
beer and cider and the mile for road traffic signs,
speedometers and odometers.

• There are several different systems in use for marking
the sizes of clothing and footwear, and this can be
confusing. A British size 10 women’s dress, for example,
would be size 8 in the United States, or size 38 in other
European countries, and would measure 32/34 inches or
81/88 centimetres (see page 30). If in doubt, you should
ask a shop assistant for advice. 

• The British electricity supply is 240 volts AC (alternating
current). You will need to use a transformer to operate
electrical appliances from other countries, unless they
have a suitable changeover switch. If your electrical
equipment is designed to work at frequencies other than
50 Hz (50 cycles per second), you should consult a
qualified electrician.
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• You will need a TV licence to use television receiving
equipment, including TV sets, videos and personal
computers. Annual licences can be bought at any post
office or direct from TV Licensing by calling 08705 22 66
66. This facility accepts payments from a range of debit
cards, or you can set up a monthly, quarterly or annual
direct debit payment. For general enquiries, call 08705 763
763. A colour licence costs £112. One television licence 
will cover all the sets in your household. The television
licence also authorises the use of satellite and cable
services. You do not need a licence to listen to the radio
(although if you are sending and receiving amateur radio
signals you must obtain an amateur radio licence from 
the Radio Communications Agency). British television
broadcasts on 625 lines UHF using the PAL system.
Television sets designed to receive other line definitions
cannot be converted.

• Under the Race Relations Act 1976, racial discrimin-
ation is unlawful in all areas of life such as employment,
education and advertising. The Commission for Racial
Equality helps to enforce this legislation, and to promote
equality of opportunity and good relations between
people of different ethnic groups. If you feel that you have
been discriminated against on a racial basis, you can take
legal action in a civil court or an industrial tribunal.

• Sexual discrimination is also unlawful under the Sex
Discrimination Acts 1975 and 1986. These Acts cover such
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areas as employment and training, housing, goods,
facilities, services and education. Women in Britain are
entitled to equal pay with men when doing similar work
and for work of equal value under the Equal Pay Act 
and legislation is enforced by the Equal Opportunities
Commission who can provide advice and assistance under
the Sex and Discrimination and Equal Pay Acts.  

• If you are ambulant disabled, or use a wheel chair, you
will still be able to gain access to many public buildings
including theatres, concert halls, and many hotels and
restaurants. All new public buildings, including schools
and places of employment, must provide access for
disabled people. Under the Blue (formerly Orange)
Badge Scheme, special parking spaces are available to
people with severe mobility difficulties. Several social
welfare benefits, services and leisure activities are available
for disabled people. For further information contact
RADAR or the Disabled Living Foundation (addresses on
page 24).

• If you wish to own a firearm or a shotgun, you must
obtain a certificate from your local police force. You will
need a shotgun certificate if you wish to own or acquire a
a standard break barrel shotgun or a self-loading or pump
action shotgun where the magazine can hold no more
than two cartridges. You will need a firearm certificate 
if you wish to own or acquire a single action hunting 
or sporting rifle, a self-loading .22 rim fire rifle, a semi-
automatic or pump action long-barrelled shotgun with a
magazine capable of holding more than two cartridges, or
an air or compressed carbon dioxide powered rifle with a
kinetic energy in excess of 12 ft 1b. (approximately 16
joules). You will need to satisfy the police that you have 
a good reason for having a shotgun or firearm – target
shooting or sporting purposes, for example. Personal
protection is not regarded as a valid reason for having a
firearm in Britain. There are also strict rules which you
must follow if you wish to import or carry firearms, or keep
them on your premises. Certain types of weapons and
ammunition are prohibited including automatic firearms,
self-loading rifles other than those chambered for .22 rim
fire ammunition, generally handguns other than those
designed to be loaded at the muzzle end of the barrel or
chamber with a loose charge and a separate ball or missile,
powerful air or compressed carbon dioxide powered pistols
with a kinetic energy of 6ft 1b. (approximately 8 joules).
Certain types of shotgun including a revolver gun and

Size Marking in Clothing

Dresses, knitwear, lingerie

British 10 12 14 16 18 20
United States 8 10 12 14 16 18
European 38 40 42 44 46/48 50
Inches 32/34 34/36 36/38 38/40 40/42 42/44
Centimetres 81/88 88/91 91/96 96/102 102/107 107/112

Women’s Hosiery

British and 
United States 8 81/2 9 91/2 10 101/2 11
European 0 1 2 3 4 5 6

Men’s shirts (collar sizes)

British 14 141/2 15 151/2 16 161/2 17 171/2

United States 14 141/2 15 151/2 15 3/4 16 161/2 17
European 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43

Men’s and Women’s shoes

British 3 31/2 4 41/2 5 51/2 6 61/2 7 71/2 8 8 1/2 9
United States 41/2    5 51/2   6 61/2   7 7 1/2  8 81/2  9 91/2  10   101/2

European 36 – 37 – 38 – 39 – 40 – 41 – 42

SIZE MARKING IN CLOTHING
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those which have short barrels (less than 24 inches/61
cms) or a folding, retractable or moveable butt-stock, self-
defence sprays such as CS/CN gas and mace or pepper
sprays, and electric shock devices ‘stun guns’. Certain types
of offensive weapons, such as flick knives, butterfly knives,
sword sticks, blowpipes, knuckledusters, death stars and
certain types of martial art equipment are also prohibited.
The rules regarding firearms possession are different in
Northern Ireland, for example hand guns are not generally
prohibited. Enquiries about firearms law should be
directed to the Home Office (AACDU), 50 Queen Anne’s
Gate, London, England SW1H 9AT. Telephone 020 7273
2184. Fax 020 7273 4028. For Northern Ireland a valid
certificate of approval must be obtained in advance before
a weapon can be imported. Applications should be made
to the Royal Ulster Constabulary, Brooklyn, Knock Road,
Belfast, Northern Ireland BT5 6LE. 

• Enquiries about import licensing requirements for
firearms, ammunition and component parts of firearms
should be addressed to the Import Licensing Branch of
the Department of Trade and Industry, Queensway House,
West Precinct, Billingham, England TS23 2NF. Tel: +44
(0)1642 364333/4, Fax: +44 (0)1642 533557, e-mail:
enquiries.ilb@dti.gov.uk. 

Further and more detailed information is given in the
following: Studying and Living in the UK 2001-02 available
from Hobsons, Bateman Street, Cambridge CB2 1LE in
association with the British Council, order form available
on www.britishcouncil.org, and IR20 Residents and Non-
residents: Liability to Tax in the United Kingdom and IR139
Income from Abroad? issued by the Inland Revenue. Studying
and Living in Britain provides students and visitors from
overseas with some basic information on educational,
financial and social aspects of life in this country. Although
mainly for those undertaking long-term study, the
contents should also help short-term students and others
such as business visitors and tourists. 
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