
More information
Please contact your electoral registration
office if you have any questions about:

■ registering to vote;

■ postal and proxy voting; or

■ the candidates standing at an election.

In England and Wales, your electoral
registration office is based at the local
council where you were last registered to
vote in the UK. For contact details, visit
www.aboutmyvote.co.uk

This leaflet does not apply to Northern
Ireland. Visit www.electoralofficeni.gov.uk
for more information.

Other formats
You can get this guide:

■ on audio tape;

■ in Braille; or

■ in large print.

Contact your electoral registration office 
or visit www.aboutmyvote.co.uk
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➜ Electoral information for British citizens
living overseas



Am I eligible to vote?

If you are a British citizen living abroad, 
you can apply to be an overseas voter.

As long as you were registered to vote in the
UK within the last 15 years, you can register
to vote from overseas. If you were too young
to register when you left the UK, your parent
or guardian must have been registered.

As an overseas voter, you are eligible to 
vote in elections for the UK Parliament
and the European Parliament. You cannot
vote in UK local or mayoral elections, 
or elections to the Scottish Parliament, 
the National Assembly for Wales or the
London Assembly. 

If you live in a country which is a member 
of the European Union, you can vote in 
that country’s own local and European

parliamentary elections. 
But, you cannot vote 
in European elections 

in more than 
one country.

How do I register to vote?

1 Fill in an electoral registration form 
for a British citizen living overseas at
www.aboutmyvote.co.uk

2 Make sure you sign the declaration and 
get another British citizen living overseas, 
but not a close relative, to sign the 
witness declaration. 

3 Return your completed form as soon 
as possible to your electoral registration 
office. You can find their contact details 
at www.aboutmyvote.co.uk

Please note: the deadline for registering 
to vote can be up to two months before 
an election.

How can I vote?

You can vote in one of three ways.

■ By post if you want your ballot paper 
sent to you.

■ By proxy if you want someone else 
to vote on your behalf.

■ In person at your local polling station 
if you are in the UK on election day.

If you want to vote by post or by proxy, 
you need to fill in the appropriate section 
of the electoral registration form. 


