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These revolutionary developments — and those
yet to come — have emerged through successful
and strategic collaboration between eminent 
scientists in the UK and in North America. As a
result, the boundaries of science are continuously
being advanced, leading to new knowledge, new
products and a better quality of life. Indeed, the
UK is developing science & technology for a 
new world. 

Funding for Collaboration and Research

There are many funding opportunities for US 
and Canadian students and researchers looking
to collaborate with and research in the UK.
These include the UK Research Councils, as
well as funding agencies in the UK, throughout
Europe, and around the world, among other
sources. The following list is not comprehen-
sive, but provides information on organizations
that support international partnerships.

UK Government Departments/Research
Councils

• BBSRC, the Biotechnology and Biological
Sciences Research Council, offers fellow-
ships, grants for workshops and overseas 
travel grants. www.bbsrc.ac.uk

• EPSRC, the Engineering and Physical
Sciences Research Council provides grants 
for international collaboration, networking,
hosting workshops and short and long-term
fellowships. www.epsrc.ac.uk

• PPARC, the Particle Physics and Astronomy
Research Council offers funding for post-
graduate students, or “studentships”, as 
well as fellowships for beginning and senior
researchers. www.pparc.ac.uk

• MRC, the Medical Research Council 
funds a variety of schemes for researchers 
at varying levels of experience.
www.mrc.ac.uk/index/funding.htm

• ESRC, the Economic and Social Research
Council has a variety of funding schemes,
some of which are for scientific researchers.
www.esrc.ac.uk

• The Department of Trade and Industry
(DTI) offers funding for partnerships and 
secondments. www.dti.gov.uk

“A lot of qualified people come 
out of Cambridge University
because the students have a lot 
of independence…There is more
freedom, more opportunity to do 
as you wish” 

– Angus McQuibban, Laboratory of
Molecular Biology, Cambridge

The UK’s progressive science & technology environment
makes it the partner of choice for world-leading researchers, developers and academics
eager to turn knowledge into tangible innovation. Beginning over 50 years ago with
the collaborative DNA discovery between UK physicist Francis Crick and American
biologist James Watson, to the recent US$100 million multilateral project between
the UK, the US and Canada to create the next generation map of the Human Genome,
the UK and North America have developed enduring research partnerships.

North America and the

UK have a history of

successful collaboration

on many science &

technology initiatives 

Texas-UK — A US$7.5

million collaborative

effort between numer-

ous universities in the

UK and the state of

Texas to enhance bio-

science capabilities in

both regions

Structural Genomics

Consortium — A 

consortium of industry

and research funders

led by Oxford and

Toronto to unravel the

3D structure of over

350 human proteins 

Women in Science,

Engineering and

Technology (WISET) —

An exchange program

between the UK and

Canada to highlight

women’s achievements

through a series of 

lectures over three years 

A Track Record 
of Success

The UK leads the world 
in scientific and technological advancements.



Independent UK institutions

• The Royal Society is an academic institution 
at the forefront of UK science that offers 
fellowships, which are open to post-doctoral
scientists and engineers for research for 
up to one year and Short-Term Visitor Grants 
which funds short-term research visits up 
to three months. www.royalsoc.ac.uk

• The Royal Academy of Engineering promotes
collaboration through their Global Research
Awards, which provide funds for up to 
50 percent of the costs of up to one year 
for overseas engineer secondments.
www.raeng.co.uk

• The Wellcome Trust offers grants and funding
for North American exchanges (exchanges
with Canada are currently suspended but
anticipated to resume). www.wellcome.ac.uk

• The Leverhulme Trust provides fellowships 
for professors and grants for students 
to research abroad for up to two years.
www.leverhulme.org.uk

European Funding

• The European Molecular Biology Organization
offers fellowships for post-doctoral study 
ranging from three months to two years.
www.embo.org

• The Marie Curie Actions program is a 
training and development program that offers
international fellowships for up to two years 
for researchers with either a doctorate or a 
minimum of four years experience. Research
Training Support is offered for up to three
years for researchers of any age with up to 10
years experience to support an international
research project. europa.eu.int/comm/
research/fp6/mariecurie-actions/home-en.html

• European Young Investigator Awards
provides up to five full years of funding to
post-docs with up to 10 years experience.
www.dfg.de/internationales/download/
euryi-awards-memorandum-0305.pdf

International Funding

• The Human Frontier Science Program
provides grants and fellowships to many
nationalities. www.hfsp.org/home.php

• The International Agency for Research on
Cancer offers fellowships for those in the 
final years of their Ph.D. in the area of cancer
research. www.iarc.fr

Learn more about UK Science & Technology
achievements or additional collaboration 
projects at www.uksciencetech.com

What will the next
collaboration yield?

More Successes

Cambridge-MIT — 

A collaboration

between the two 

universities to 

establish the

Cambridge-MIT

Institute (CMI) 

improving competitive-

ness, productivity, 

and entrepreneurship. 

The venture is worth

approximately 

US$130 million

University of Miami-

Cardiff University — 

A strategic alliance

between the two uni-

versities to collaborate

on engineering and

technology research

projects and develop

research exchanges for

faculty and students 

National Research

Council of Canada-

British Council 

Collaborative Research

Program — A collabo-

rative program worth

up to approximately

US$165,000 per year

for six years from each

side to fund research

and exchanges

www.uksciencetech.com



www.uksciencetech.com

Learn more about Researching 
& Collaborating With the UK

For US:
British Embassy
Science & Technology Department
3100 Massachusetts Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20008-3600 
USA
Tel: 202.588.6500 
www.uksciencetech.com

For Canada:
British High Commission
Science & Technology Department
80 Elgin Street
Ottawa ON K1P 5K7
Canada
Tel: 613.237.1542
www.uksciencetech.com

 


