
Take Your 

Graduate Studies 
Abroad in the UK



With over 70 Nobel Science Prizes given to
researchers in the UK, conducting your graduate
work in the UK links you to some of the most
innovative and skilled research teams in the
world. The UK has produced penicillin, radar,
the Concorde, fibre optics, “Dolly the sheep”, and
the World Wide Web to name a few. Poised to
stay a world leader in research and innovation,
the UK is developing science & technology for 
a new world.

Studying abroad in the UK is affordable.
Complete your masters in one year. Take 
advantage of competitive tuition and fees.
Earn scholarships and grants, or work while
you study. The UK offers a range of ways 
to help finance your study.

The UK has an international reputation.
Educational programs in the UK have earned
global respect and a reputation for quality and
high standards. You’ll discover exciting, rigorous
research opportunities that will challenge you
from beginning to end. 

You’ll find a host of choices when you 
study in the UK. Opportunities abound for 
graduate students in the UK, with programs
offered at more than 180 institutions, from 
the oldest and most prestigious universities 
in the world to some of the newest and 
most innovative. 

You’ll immerse yourself in European culture.
The UK offers a progressive environment for 
scientific and technological research and study in
a multicultural and geographically diverse country
that is the gateway to the rest of Europe.

You’ll find a network of support. UK institutions
have dedicated international student support 
staff who offer facilities and programs specifically
targeted to international students from the
moment you arrive.

The UK is a world leaderin science & technology,
and offers a high-class scientific academic environment, skilled research, 
institutional support, and multidisciplinary networking. UK researchers are among
the most prolific in the world, producing 16 research papers per US$1 million of
research funding, compared to nine in the US and under four in Japan. The UK 
also receives more citations per paper produced.

The UK leads the world 
in scientific and technological advancements.

What do UKnow?

Researchers in the UK

have developed a 

new 10-second test for

skin cancer that will

revolutionize diagnosis

of the disease.

UK scientists are 

well-advanced on

a project that would

reverse-engineer the

human eye to gain a

much better idea of

how our eyes work.

"I feel like the Faculty really care
about how I am doing, and not just
in an academic way, but as a scholar,
learner and scientist. The hands-on
aspect of the degree program, 
coupled with the excellent staff and
interesting classes that challenge
the mind are the main highlights 
of the degree program for me. 
I also find that I am compelled to
ask questions and eager to do my
own personal research into subjects 
covered in class, an inspiration
given by all the professors in my
opinion. This university and all its
components have given me a 
wonderful experience that has 
been enriching beyond telling"

– Katherine Wheeler, Environmental
Science, University of Stirling,
Scotland



A Reputation of the Highest Quality

A UK degree commands global respect. As well
as gaining an internationally renowned education,
you will have excellent career prospects and 
an enviable resume. UK institutions receive
worldwide recognition for their successful multi-
disciplinary research in areas such as genetic
engineering and chemistry. The authoritative 
success of British research attracts leading 
academics from around the world in many 
specialized fields. 

The UK has one of the world's strongest 
systems for assuring quality in education. All 
universities, but one, are publicly funded and are
therefore subject to assessment by the Quality
Assurance Agency (QAA), a national organization
charged with auditing academic standards.

Institutions are reviewed regularly by the Higher
Education Funding Councils, the agencies that
disburse public money to the universities. The
Research Assessment Exercise is carried out
every three to four years and the Teaching
Quality Assessments are carried out on a rolling
basis according to groups of subjects. The results
of the most recent reviews can be accessed at
www.hero.ac.uk

While the UK does not officially “rank” institu-
tions, you can find additional information on 
several established and reputable sources of
comparative information, often presented in
league-table format at www.studyintheuk.org

Scientists in the UK

are developing a 

vaccine that provides

protection against

every strain of 

meningitis.

A UK scientist is 

developing a new 

generation of 

diagnostic instruments

for construction that

would determine the

properties of concrete

without touching 

its surface.

What do UKnow?

www.uksciencetech.com



What do UKnow?

A team of scientists

from the UK have 

discovered what

makes some people

immune to malaria, 

a breakthrough that

could lead to new

drugs and vaccines

saving millions 

of lives.

Diverse Programs, Countless Options

At the graduate level, UK universities offer 
the following basic types of degrees: 

Taught master's typically takes one year to 
complete and consists of coursework and a 
dissertation.

Research master's may take up to two years 
to complete and is research-based. This program
often forms the first part of a Ph.D. degree.

The traditional Ph.D. Although it requires less
coursework and more independent, self-directed
research than its US and Canadian counterparts,
these programs increasingly include a taught
research training component in the first year.
The program offers students a flexible course 
of study, allowing them to pursue their own 
interests and produce original research of a high
standard. While a Ph.D. may be completed in
three or four years, it is not uncommon for a 
university to register a Ph.D.-bound student for 
a master's degree as probation. The time spent
on the master's degree usually counts towards
the registration for the Ph.D., however.

The New Route Ph.D. offers an alternative to the
traditional Ph.D. The program is a national initiative
to provide Ph.D. students with the highest quality
taught materials and practical experience along-
side advanced research. This integrated approach
offers students a learning environment in which to
broaden and deepen subject knowledge, while
providing the opportunity for interdisciplinary
study. Currently offered in more than 115 subjects
at 31 UK universities, the New Route Ph.D. is 
normally completed in four years. For more 
information, see www.newroutephd.ac.uk/

Financing Your Graduate Study Abroad

Studying in the UK can be a cost-effective option
and is more affordable than you may think.
Shorter courses, small or non-existent application
fees, competitive tuition, US and Canadian 
federal aid, and the ability to work during your
studies all present attractive financial 
incentives. 

The British Council administers two flagship
scholarships funded by the British Government:
the Marshall Scholarship for US students and the
Chevening Scholarship for Canadian students.

The Marshall Scholarship (US Students)
Offered to 40 American students per year to study
for two (and occasionally three) years in the UK.
Students must have completed an undergraduate
degree and maintained excellent academic 
standards. Honored by more than 100 universities
toward any program in the UK, the scholarship
fully covers tuition and fees, travel, cost of living
and spousal support where applicable.

In addition to the 40 regular scholarships, up to
two Marshall Sherfield Fellowships in science
and engineering are offered to enable American
scientists or engineers to undertake post-doctoral
research for up to one year at a British university
or research institute. 

Will your theses be next?



What do UKnow?

Researchers in the 

UK have shown that

terahertz radiation is 

a powerful tool for

everything from 

medical research to the

detection of 

chemicals in the

atmosphere to 

allowing historians 

to read valuable old

books without having

to open them.

The Chevening Scholarship (Canadian
Students) The highly competitive Chevening
Scholarship is awarded to 12-15 Canadian 
students per year who demonstrate outstanding
academic achievements and notable contribu-
tions in their field. The scholarship is honored by
most universities in the UK for any area of study,
however, the Chevening Scholarship amount
varies. Scholarships range from university tuition
and fees to full scholarships that include cost 
of living and all travel. 

Other Scholarships In addition to these 
UK government-funded schemes, there are
hundreds of scholarships offered to international
students by alumni associations, international
organizations and individual UK universities. 
A complete list of science-specific scholarships 
is available in the education & research sections
of www.uksciencetech.com

US Federal Aid US students may apply a 
Federal Student Aid loan to their graduate 
study in the UK. There are more than 100 UK 
universities and colleges approved by the US
Department of Education for participation in 
federal loan programs. For more information on 
the process and a list of approved UK institutions,
visit www.studyintheuk.org

Canadian Federal Aid Canadian students may
obtain a Canada Student Loan to study full-time
at a post-secondary institution outside of Canada.
If you wish to apply for a Canada Student Loan to
study abroad, contact your provincial or territorial
student financial assistance office to determine 
if the school you are interested in attending is 
recognized as a designated post-secondary 
educational institution. If it is recognized, you 
can obtain application forms through your 
student financial assistance office.

Work Opportunities International students
studying in the UK are entitled to work up to 20
hours per week during term time and 40 hours
per week during vacation/holidays, without a
work permit. Complete details can be found at
www.studyintheuk.org

Qualifying for Enrollment

Institutions in the UK do not have specific
entrance requirements for overseas applicants,
nor do they operate standard admissions tests
(though if you have taken, or are about to take,
the GRE, they may ask to know the result).
Generally speaking, UK universities would expect
US and Canadian applicants to have a GPA of at
least 3.0 on a 4.0 scale, though each applicant’s
suitability for a course of study or research is
assessed individually. 

To assist you with the application process, 
the British Council USA has designed a Graduate
Application Pack for US students. It can be
requested from the British Council at
www.studyintheuk.org

US and Canadian students may often apply
online, or request an application form directly
from any UK institution. You will find a list of
institutions and their contact details at 
www.educationuk.org

Learn more about UK Science & Technology
achievements at www.uksciencetech.com

www.uksciencetech.com



www.uksciencetech.com

Learn More About Studying 
Science & Technology in the UK

For US Students:
British Council USA 
3100 Massachusetts Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20008-3600 
USA
Tel: 1.800.488.2235 
Email: info@us.britishcouncil.org
www.studyintheuk.org

For Canadian Students:
British Council Canada
80 Elgin Street
Ottawa ON K1P 5K7
Canada
Tel: 613.237.1542
Email: ottawa.enquiries@ca.britishcouncil.org 
www2.britishcouncil.org/canada-education.htm


