
Study Abroad: 
Science & Technology in the UK



The UK is a world leader in science & technology
with academic institutions unparalleled in 
high-quality professors, innovative research
opportunities, and high-tech facilities. This makes
it the perfect location to pursue your studies.
With your innovative ideas, the UK will continue
to develop science & technology for a new world.

Studying abroad in the UK is affordable. From
competitive tuition and fees to the opportunity 
to earn scholarships and grants to the chance to
work while studying, the UK offers a range of
ways to help finance your study.

UK education has an international reputation.
Universities and colleges in the UK have earned
global respect and a reputation for quality and
high standards. You’ll discover exciting, rigorous
programs that will hold your attention and 
challenge you from beginning to end. 

You’ll find a host of choices when you study
in the UK. Opportunities abound for students
who study abroad in the UK. Year long, semester
and summer study programs are offered at more
than 100 institutions, from the oldest and most
prestigious universities in the world to some of
the newest and most innovative. 

You’ll immerse yourself in European culture.
The UK offers students a progressive environ-
ment for scientific and technological research
and study in a multicultural and geographically
diverse country which serves as the gateway 
to the rest of Europe.

You’ll find a network of support. UK institutions
have dedicated international student support 
staff who offer facilities and programs specifically
targeted to international students from the
moment you arrive.

“My semester abroad was the
highlight of my undergraduate
career. I developed scientific
research and writing skills through
one-on-one interaction and was
able to learn from amazing lecturers
and researchers. My experience
ultimately led to two government
and graduate opportunities that
would not have been possible 
without the skills I gained while I
was overseas. I hope to return to
the UK to continue my education.” 

– Tara Duffy, Studied at the Scottish
Association for Marine Science,
University of the Highlands
and Islands

More than 30,000 students from the 
United States and Canada choose to study in the UK every year, making it 
North America’s most popular destination for overseas study. With internationally 
recognized educational opportunities and the advantages of a common language 
and history, the UK offers North American students challenging science and 
technology experiences in one of the most exciting and diverse cultures in 
the world.

What do UKnow?

UK scientist Charles

Babbage conceived 

of a machine that could

be programmed to cal-

culate — which later

became the 

computer — in 1833.

The British Antarctic

Survey discovered the

hole in the ozone layer

in 1985.

The World Wide Web

was invented by British

physicist Tim Berners-

Lee, who was recently

awarded a knighthood.

The UK leads the world 
in scientific and technological advancements.



Diverse Programs, Countless Options

There are several options for studying abroad in
the UK on a semester, year or summer program.
You could participate in a study abroad program
through your home institution, through a study
abroad provider, or you could apply directly to a
UK university with a study abroad program that
meets your needs. 

First, you should inquire whether your home
institution has links with a UK university. Your
study abroad advisor will be able to assist you
with this. If your university does not have an
established study abroad program, your advisor
can assist you in researching options through
another US or Canadian university or an organiza-
tion that specializes in providing study abroad
programs at UK institutions. You may also contact
the study abroad advisor at the UK institution
directly for further information. For a full listing 
of study abroad programs at UK universities, 
consult the British Council USA's unique Virtual
Study Abroad Advisor www.studyintheuk.org,
the most extensive online database of UK study
abroad programs on the Web.

Once you have found some possible programs 
it is important that you discuss them with your
study abroad advisor and/or academic advisor to
ensure that you will receive credit for coursework
completed in the UK. 

Financing Your Study Abroad

If you’re a US student, study in the UK is less
expensive than you might think and there are a
variety of funding opportunities and scholarships
open to you, including the Gilman International
Scholarship, a federally funded scholarship for
study abroad.

You can find information on specific funding
opportunities for study abroad and how to use
your US federal aid as a study abroad student 
in the UK at www.studyintheuk.org

You are also entitled to work up to 20 hours per
week during term time and 40 hours per week
during vacation/holidays while you are studying 
in the UK.

If you’re a Canadian student, you may obtain 
a Canada Student Loan to study full-time at 
post-secondary institutions outside of Canada. 
If you are planning to study abroad and want to
apply for a Canada Student Loan, contact your
provincial or territorial student financial assistance
office to determine if the school you are interested
in attending is recognized as a designated 
post-secondary educational institution. If it is 
recognized, you can obtain application forms
through your student financial assistance office.

Qualifying for Enrollment

As in the US and Canada, entry requirements in
the UK vary by institution, but students who wish
to enroll directly at a UK university are generally
expected to have a GPA of about 3.0 on a 4.0
scale, and two letters of recommendation.
These requirements may differ, however, when
US/Canadian and UK institutions have specific
agreements. Details on courses and specific
entry requirements can be found at 
www.studyintheuk.org

Learn more about UK Science & Technology
achievements at www.uksciencetech.com

Will your innovative ideas be next?

What do UKnow?

Half of all Japanese

computer games use

software designed in

Britain.

Over half of Formula 1

World Championship 

circuit cars are 

produced in the UK. 

British-built cars have

won 80% of these

races in the past

decade.

From the radar to 

the microwave, more

inventions come out of

the UK than anywhere

in the world.

UK scientists have won

over 70 Nobel Science

Prizes.

www.uksciencetech.com



Learn More About Studying 
Science & Technology in the UK

For US Students:
British Council USA 
3100 Massachusetts Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20008-3600 
USA
Tel: 1.800.488.2235 
Email: info@us.britishcouncil.org
www.studyintheuk.org

For Canadian Students:
British Council Canada
80 Elgin Street
Ottawa ON K1P 5K7
Canada
Tel: 613.237.1542
Email: ottawa.enquiries@ca.britishcouncil.org 
www2.britishcouncil.org/canada-education.htm

www.uksciencetech.com


